
English Courses 

English 1 

# 1110  9th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Emphasizes skill development in 

reading, writing, literature, research skills, language, 

grammar, critical thinking, and cooperative learning with 

intense focus on preparation for the STAAR EOC English 

1 exam, specifically the expository essay. Major writing 

forms include exposition, persuasion, 

comparison/contrast, and narrative. In literature the major 

genres covered include fiction (short stories and novels), 

nonfiction, poetry and drama. (English Credit) 

 

English 1 Honors  

# 1120  9th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Teacher Recommendation 

Course Description: Study of various genres of literature 

for the student with advanced reading, vocabulary, and 

thinking skills. Focus on organizational strategies for 

writing the multi-paragraph essays: descriptive, 

expository, persuasive, comparison/contrast, and personal 

writing. Research and documentation skills are also 

taught. Reading is done outside of class for in-class 

analysis. This course is rigorous and requires daily 

homework. Summer work may be required. (English 

Credit) 

 

English 1 Pre-AP  

# 1130  9th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Teacher Recommendation 

Course Description: Prepares intrinsically motivated, 

task oriented, proficient readers and disciplined writers for 

success in our high school's Advanced Placement 

program. This course follows a rigorous pace and requires 

daily homework; all reading is done outside of class for 

in-class analysis. This course includes content immersion, 

a focus on in-depth analysis of rhetorical strategies, and 

performance assessed mainly at the analysis and synthesis 

levels. Students are strongly encouraged to purchase their 

own copies of novels for annotative purposes and for 

future reflection. Summer work may be required. (English 

credit) 

 

English Speakers of Other Languages   

# 1080, 1090 9th -12th   1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): English Proficiency Test 

Course Description: Designed to help the non-English 

speaking student acquire listening, speaking, reading and 

writing skills to succeed in school. ESOL students will be 

considered co-enrolled in English courses. (Elective 

Credit) 

 

English II  

# 1210  10th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): English 1 

Course Description: Emphasis on the skills of reading, 

writing, language usage, grammar, research, and intense 

focus and preparation for the STAAR EOC English II 

exam, specifically the persuasive essay. Reading 

selections will include novels, plays, short stories, poetry, 

and nonfiction passages. (English credit) 

 

 

 

 

English II Honors 

# 1220  10th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): English 1 (Honors or Pre-AP suggested) 

and Teacher Recommendation  

Course Description: For the advanced student. Includes 

development in analytical writing, critical writing and 

reading, vocabulary enrichment, an in-depth study of 

more advanced literary selections; emphasis is on higher-

level thinking skills; course curriculum is divided by 

themes. At least two major writing assignments each six 

weeks will be required. These will focus on writing as a 

process to prepare students for college. Outside of class 

reading is required for in-class analysis. This course is 

rigorous and requires daily homework. Summer work will 

be required. (English credit) 

 

English II Pre-AP  

# 1230  10th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): English 1 (Pre-AP recommended) and 

Teacher Recommendation 

Course Description: Prepares task-oriented, proficient 

readers and highly-motivated writers for success in our 

high school's Advanced Placement program. Analysis of 

world literature will include in-depth review of complex 

literary devices and rhetorical strategies. Students will be 

required to use sophisticated language to persuasively 

analyze literature during class discussions and for in-class 

timed writings and process essays. Projects and formal 

presentations will also be included during the year. 

Students are encouraged to purchase copies of novels and 

plays for both annotative purposes and for reflection. This 

course is rigorous and requires daily homework. Summer 

work will be required. (English credit) 

 

English III  

# 1310  11th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): English I, II 

Course Description: This course has been designed to 

help students develop into more engaged, confident, and 

effective readers and writers.  Students will work in a 

variety of American fiction, nonfiction, drama, poetry, 

short stories, and essays.  Class time will often focus on 

reading, writing, and conferring with the teacher and other 

students.  Instruction will focus on developing students’ 

reading and writing skills.  Reading and writing 

assessments will focus on both process and 

progress.  (English credit) 

 

English III Honors  

# 1320  11th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): English I Honors/Pre-AP and English II 

Honors/Pre-AP and Teacher Recommendation 

Course Description: College preparatory course that 

includes a survey of religious, philosophical, and literary 

movements in American literature. Students will read 

literature (including poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and plays) 

outside of class for in-class analysis and complete the 

majority of all writing assignments outside of class. Skills 

will build on those developed in English I-Honors and 

English II-Honors. This course follows a rigorous pace 

and requires daily homework. Summer work will be 

required. (English credit) 
 

 

 

 



English III Advanced Placement  

# 1330  11th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): English I/English II Pre-AP and teacher 

recommendation 

Course Description: College-level class (pace and 

assignments are consistent with college study) that 

prepares students for success on the Language and 

Composition AP exam.  Survey of religious, 

philosophical, and literary movements in American 

literature.  Strong emphasis on independent writing tasks, 

which will include both timed writings and process 

papers.  This course requires daily homework. A student 

scoring well on the AP exam may place out of three to six 

college credit hours. Summer work will be required. 

(English credit) 

Fee: AP National Exam, optional 

 

English IV  

# 1410  12th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): English I, II, III 

Course Description: Chronological survey of political, 

religious, philosophical, and literary movements in British 

literature from the Anglo-Saxons to the 20th century. 

Exposure to major authors, works, and themes, focusing 

on literary analysis and poetry from all major periods of 

British literature. Emphasis on reading, writing, language 

usage, literary devices, and research skills. Preparation for 

the world beyond high school is a constant motif. (English 

credit) 
 

English IV Honors 

# 1420  12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): English IH, Pre-AP/English II 

Honors/Pre-AP/English III Honors/AP 

Course Description: College-preparatory course with a 

concentrated analytical and interpretive study of British 

literature that includes literature-related analytical 

writing. Development of the writing process with 

emphasis on expository, argumentative, analytical 

writing, and on logical and critical thinking. This course 

is rigorous and requires daily homework. Summer work 

will be required. (English credit) 

 

English IV Advanced Placement  

# 1430  12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): English 1 Pre-AP/English II Pre-AP/ 

English III AP 

Course Description: College-level class (pace and 

assignments are consistent with college study) that 

prepares students for success on the Literature and 

Composition AP exam.  Focuses on British and world 

literature. The chronologically-arranged course covers 

literature from Anglo-Saxon literature to modern-day 

works. Literary analysis is the key focus of writings and 

discussions, timed writings, and synthesis essays. Long-

term independent study required in the spring. This course 

requires daily homework.  A student scoring well on the 

AP exam may place out of three to six college credit hours. 

Summer work will be required. (English credit) 

Fee: AP National Exam, optional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English IV Dual Enrollment/Blinn Freshman English  

# 1440  12th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): English III, Teacher approval, 

acceptance to Blinn 

Course Description: This course follows the required 

curriculum for Blinn College English 1301 and 1302 

courses (6 hrs. Blinn College Credit), in addition to TEKS 

required by the state of Texas for English IV credit. 

Students earn letter credit for the Blinn courses and a 

numerical grade for English IV based on both the Blinn 

work and the additional English IV assignments. During 

the first semester, this reading and writing- intensive 

composition course focuses on the writing of researched 

argumentative, expository, and persuasive papers. 

Analytical reading, critical thinking, and library-based 

research skills are emphasized. Essays, including a 2000-

word documented library research-based paper, are 

required. The second semester further develops the 

analytical, thinking, and research skills underlying 

academic success through the study of literature. The 

student's writing of genre-based essays, including 

researched papers, reinforces the thinking skills associated 

with interpretation, explication, evaluation, analysis, and 

synthesis. Essays, including a second documented library 

research-based paper, are required. Upon successful 

completion of this year-long course, the student will earn 

six (6) hours of college English credit, as well as his or her 

high school senior English credit. (English credit) 

Fee: Blinn tuition/textbooks, student must pay 

 

Creative Writing (AMCHS only) 

# 1480   9th-12th  .5-1 credit

 4.0/5.0 

Prerequisites(s): none 

Description: Two semester courses that can be taken for 

a whole year or as stand-alone semester courses. 

Students will engage in a rigorous composition course, 

demonstrating their skill in such forms of writing as 

fictional writing, short stories, poetry, and drama. All 

students are expected to demonstrate an understanding of 

the recursive nature of the writing process, effectively 

applying the conventions of usage and the mechanics of 

written English. The students' evaluation of their own 

writing as well as the writing of others ensures that 

students completing this course can analyze and discuss 

published and unpublished pieces of writing, develop 

peer and self-assessments for effective writing, and set 

their own goals as writers. Creative Writing 1 will focus 

on poetry, fiction (short story) and essay. Students will 

have the opportunity to attend the Texas Grand Slam to 

see poetry in action. Student work will be submitted to 

various competitions throughout the year (Scholastic Art 

and Writing Awards contest, Texas Teen Book Festival 

Fiction Writing Contest, UIL Barbara Jordan Historical 

Essay Competition, UIL Latino History Essay 

Competition, UIL Film Contest, and more). Creative 

Writing 2 will focus on plays, screen plays, and graphic 

novels. Top submissions will be used by the film classes 

in the production of student’s films in the fall semester. 

Students will have the opportunity to contract for honors 

credit if they choose. If using this course as a substitute 

for English 4, both semesters must be completed. 

(Elective Credit) 

 

 

 



Literature in Pop Culture (AMCHS only) 

#1490  11th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): English 2 Honors/Pre-AP or higher 

Course Description: The objective of this course is to 

provide a framework for the students to begin 

understanding how major works of literature influence 

works of modern pop-culture including, but not limited to, 

music, television and movies. Students will have the 

opportunity to examine, analyze and interpret how major 

works of literature have influenced some of the most 

successful works of modern pop-culture art from The 

Beatles to Stephen King, to emphasize the importance and 

influence of classical literature on modern society. 

(English or Elective Credit) 

 

Reading 1 

# 1100  9th-12th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): Teacher Placement 

Course Description: This high school reading course 

strives to help students reach a reading level consistent 

with their grade level by supporting growth of fluency, 

phonics, decoding, word recognition, spelling, and 

general comprehension. The goal of this course is to 

ensure that high school students have opportunities to read 

with competence, confidence, and understanding and can 

be successful in other courses and on all subjects of state 

assessments. (Elective credit) 

 

Journalism 1  

# 1503  9th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): Good writing skills 

Course Description: Review history and the 

contemporary role of mass print media in the United 

States and the law and ethics of the press; in-depth and 

intensive study of journalistic writing and the basic 

principles of newspaper layout. Interested students who 

successfully complete this course can apply for newspaper 

staff. (Elective credit) 

 

Advanced Journalism: Newspaper Production I, II, 

III, IV  

# 1510  First year  1 credit  4.0 

# 1520  Second year 1 credit  4.0 

# 1530  Third year 1 credit  4.0  

# 1540  Fourth year 1 credit  4.0  

Prerequisite(s): Journalism 1, must apply 

Course Description: Focuses on production of the school 

newspaper. Requires ability to assume responsibility, 

meet deadlines, and work independently on projects that 

require time outside of school. Students produce all 

elements of the newspaper, including photos, stories, and 

design, using InDesign, Photoshop, and digital 

photography. After their first year, juniors and seniors in 

editor positions are eligible for honors contracts. (Elective 

credit) 

 

Advanced Journalism: Yearbook Production I, II, III, 

IV  

# 1610  First year 1 credit  4.0 

# 1620  Second year 1 credit  4.0 

# 1630  Third year 1 credit  4.0 

# 1640  Fourth year 1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): Must apply 

Course Description: Focuses on production and 

marketing of the school yearbook.  Requires ability to 

assume responsibility, meet deadlines, and work 

independently on projects that require time outside of 

school.  Students produce all elements of yearbook pages, 

including photos, stories, captions, and layout, using 

InDesign, Photoshop, and digital photography. After their 

first year, juniors and seniors in editor positions are 

eligible for honors contracts. (Elective credit) 

 

Communication Applications  

# 1813  9th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Beginning-level course introduces 

students to principles of effective communication. 

Students will gain confidence and develop 

communication skills through a variety of interpersonal 

communication activities and oral presentations. Course 

curriculum will also include listening strategies, non-

verbal communication, group dynamics and problem-

solving, and conflict negotiation, as well as essential 

elements of effective professional communication. 

(Elective credit) 
 

Debate 1/Communication Applications  

# 1820  9th-12th  1-1.5 credits 4.0 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Full-year course will enable student 

to earn 1 credit for Debate I with the option to earn 1/2 

credit in Communication Applications at the end of the 

year through credit by exam. Students will learn the 

foundations for Public Forum Debate, Lincoln-Douglas 

Debate, Cross-Examination Debate, Student Congress, 

and Extemporaneous Speaking. Students will be expected 

to work independently on many projects. Students are 

encouraged but not required to attend speech/debate 

tournaments. (elective credit) 

Fee: cost for travel with speech/debate team, optional 

 

Debate II Honors, Debate III Honors, Debate IV 

Honors  

# 1840H  First year 1 credit  5.0 

# 1850H  Second year 1 credit  5.0 

# 1930H  Third year 1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Debate 1, Teacher approval 

Course Description: Advanced courses continue 

preparation in the various formats for debate. All students 

will be required to prepare and participate in out-of-

town/overnight tournaments regularly as active members 

of the debate team. (Elective credit) 

Fee: cost for travel with speech/debate team 

 

Oral Interpretation/Communication Applications  

# 1900  9th-12th  1-1.5 credits 4.0 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Full year course will enable the 

student to earn ½ credit for Communication Applications 

and 1 Credit for Oral Interpretation. Designed for students 

who want advanced training in a variety of public 

speaking and performance activities. Whether the purpose 

is to inform, persuade, or entertain, this course will help 

students become more effective, confident and dynamic 

speakers. Students will be trained in a variety of events 

offered from the Texas Forensic Association (TFA), 

National Forensic League (NFL) and the University 

Interscholastic League (UIL). Students will compose 

original oratories, follow and speak on current issues, and 

as select, analyze, and perform a variety of literary works. 

Students will be expected to work autonomously and 



complete individualized assignments by specified 

deadlines. Participation in Speech and Debate Team is 

encouraged but not required. (Elective credit) 

Fee: cost for travel with speech/debate team, optional 

 

Oral Interpretation II Honors, III Honors  

# 1910  10th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

# 1920  10th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Oral Interpretation I, Debate I or Debate 

II Honors and Teacher approval 

Course Description: Advanced courses continue 

preparation in the various formats for Oral Interpretation. 

All students will be required to prepare and participate in 

out-of-town / overnight tournaments regularly as active 

members of the Debate team. (Elective credit) 

Fee: cost for travel with speech/debate team 

 


